WSB University

Field of study: Management

Course: Russian Language (B2 Proficiency Level)

Educational profile: general

Education level: ll-cycle studies

Number of hours per 1 2
semester
Il Il \Y
Full-time studies
(LICllablprle) 36 36
Part-time studies
(L/IChiablprle)
CLASS Russian, English
LANGUAGE
LECTURER Ph.D. Anastasiia Matota
FORM Class
COURSE This course aims to enhance students’ communicative competence in Russian at the B2 proficiency
OBJECTIVES level, with a distinct emphasis on academic, professional, and intercultural communication. It fosters
the integrated development of all four core language skills -listening, speaking, reading, and writing -
while advancing grammatical accuracy, stylistic control, and lexical range appropriate to complex
communicative situations.
Through the analysis of authentic materials and the performance of structured communicative tasks,
students critically examine linguistic choices across a range of discourse types. They develop the
ability to construct coherent, context-sensitive messages and to navigate interactional challenges
such as opinion exchange, clarification, and pragmatic negotiation in both formal and informal
registers.
Collaborative learning plays a central role in the course. Students engage in group-based activities
conducted in Russian - such as role-plays, simulations, and co-authored presentations - that
promote interpersonal effectiveness, adaptability, and respectful communication. These tasks are
designed to cultivate the ability to function within diverse academic and professional teams, and to
respond constructively to varying perspectives and expectations.
Digital literacy is an integrated dimension of the curriculum. Learners utilize a range of digital
resources - including collaborative platforms, online corpora, and Al-supported tools - for language
analysis, content creation, and knowledge dissemination. These tools support the development of
structured, data-informed written and oral output in Russian that meets the standards of academic
and workplace discourse.
Throughout the course, students are encouraged to engage in reflective self-assessment and
continuous revision of their work based on formative feedback. They progressively assume greater
responsibility for their own learning and digital engagement, particularly within multilingual and
intercultural environments. Upon successful completion, students demonstrate the ability to
participate competently in academic discussions and professional exchanges in Russian, with
precision, cultural awareness, and ethical integrity.
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Description of learning outcomes Teaching and learning methods




Knowledge

Intercultural
Communication
and Interpersonal
Skills

LO8
LO9

Throughout this course, students gain
insight into the communicative
behaviours, social expectations, and
cultural codes that shape interaction in
Russian-speaking environments.
Particular attention is paid to the
complexities of intercultural
communication, including potential
sources of misinterpretation and
strategies for fostering respectful
dialogue across cultural boundaries.
Learners are encouraged to adjust their
language use to suit specific social and
institutional contexts - especially in
academic and professional domains - by
selecting appropriate forms of address,
levels of formality, and rhetorical
structures. Interactive tasks such as
simulated scenarios and case-based
exercises provide opportunities to
practise resolving communicative
breakdowns and demonstrating
intercultural sensitivity. As the course
progresses, students build the
competence to formulate responses in
Russian that are not only grammatically
sound but also contextually and culturally
attuned to the situation. They learn to
assess the impact of their language
choices and refine their interactional
strategies through critical reflection and
guided feedback. Upon completion,
learners are prepared to communicate
with nuance and cultural awareness in
diverse Russian-language contexts at the
B2 level.

Teaching methods:
1. Interactive lecture
2. Socratic method

Final (online)
test

Learning methods:

1. Case study analysis
2. Textanalysis

3. Data analysis

Skills & Attitudes




Intercultural
Communication
and Interpersonal
Skills

LO7
LO8
LO9

This course engages students in the
exploration of collaborative practices
essential for effective teamwork, with a
special focus on the influence of cultural
diversity within group dynamics. Learners
investigate how intercultural differences
affect communication, and they critically
assess approaches for addressing conflict,
fostering equity, and working toward
shared objectives. Working collaboratively
in Russian, students participate in
structured group assignments - ranging
from simulations to joint problem-solving
tasks - where they implement
communication strategies that promote
understanding and group cohesion across
cultural lines. They learn to articulate their
viewpoints thoughtfully and appropriately in
both spoken and written Russian at the B2
level, tailoring their language to suit varied
team roles and interpersonal contexts.
Group projects require learners to co-
develop written texts and deliver
collaborative presentations, synthesizing
input from multiple perspectives. These
lassignments demand active engagement
with feedback and an ongoing willingness
to adapt one's communicative approach in

Teaching methods:
1. Interactive lecture
2. Think-pair-share
3. Group Work

Final (online)
test

1st Mandatory
task

Learning methods:
1. Case study analysis
2. Textanalysis
3. Data analysis

Digital Skills and the
Use of Information
and Communication
Technologies

LO17

LO18

Students engage in an in-depth
examination of key facets of digital
communication within Russian-language
lacademic and professional environments.
They utilize advanced Al-assisted tools,
linguistic corpora, and speech analysis
software to systematically collect, analyze,
and interpret linguistic data in Russian.
Through collaborative engagement on
digital platforms - such as shared
document repositories and virtual
conferencing spaces - they co-construct
coherent texts and presentations
strategically designed to meet defined
communicative objectives. Learners
produce rigorously substantiated
arguments and conclusions in both written
and oral Russian, adhering to established
norms of tone, register, and formatting
appropriate to the communicative context.
They conduct critical evaluations of the
functionality, ethical implications, and
intercultural ramifications associated with
digital communication tools, including
machine translation software and
automated text generation systems. By
developing interactive outputs - such as
analytical reports, dashboards, and
collaborative documents - students
demonstrate both linguistic precision and
sophisticated analytical competence. The
iterative process of feedback and peer
review fosters the refinement of their work,
enhancing clarity and communicative
efficacy. These collaborative digital tasks
facilitate the advancement of intercultural
digital literacy, promote autonomous use of
information and communication

Teaching methods:
1. Interactive lecture
2. Socratic method
3. Jigsaw strategy

Learning methods:

1. Case study analysis
Text analysis
Data analysis
Literature review
Critical review

R wN

Final (online)
test




Full- time

Participation in lectures =
Participation in classes = 36
Preparation to classes = 46
Preparation to lectures =
Preparation to an examination = 40
Project tasks =

e-learning = 40
Credit/examination = 7

others (indicate which) =131
TOTAL: 300

ECTS points: 12

Including practical classes: 36

Part-time

Participation in lectures =
Participation in classes =
Preparation to classes =
Preparation to lectures =
Preparation to an examination =
Project tasks =

e-learning =
Credit/examination =

others (indicate which) =
TOTAL:

ECTS points:

Including practical classes:




PREREQUISITES

1. Structural Competence in Russian Grammar and Lexicon

Learners are expected to demonstrate a robust command of Russian grammatical
systems, including verb aspect and conjugation, case governance, tense usage, and
syntactic agreement. In addition, students should possess a broad active and passive
vocabulary that spans both general-use and thematic domains, such as cultural
discourse, professional contexts, travel-related communication, and contemporary
societal topics.

2. Auditory Processing and Interpretation

A prerequisite for course participation is the ability to comprehend spoken Russian
across a variety of authentic and complex formats. These include live and recorded
interactions such as interviews, roundtable discussions, debates, and journalistic
media (e.g., podcasts and televised news).

3. Interpretive Reading Proficiency

Students must be equipped to read and analyze unadapted Russian-language
materials, ranging from literary excerpts and journalistic articles to official texts and
academic content. Special emphasis is placed on parsing syntactic complexity,
interpreting implied meaning, and recognizing features such as reported speech and
contextual nuance.

4. Written Production Skills

Participants should be able to construct coherent and grammatically accurate texts
in Russian. Expected forms include essays, formal and informal correspondence, and
structured reports. Writing should reflect an understanding of genre conventions,
rhetorical organization, and appropriate lexical and stylistic choices.

5. Interactive and Formal Oral Communication

Learners must be prepared to participate in spontaneous and prepared spoken
exchanges on a wide array of subjects. The ability to articulate well-reasoned
opinions, manage turn-taking, and engage in analytical discussion in Russian is
essential for classroom discourse and assessment tasks.

6. Cultural and Socio-Linguistic Literacy

Students are expected to exhibit awareness of the cultural frameworks, traditions,
and contemporary dynamics within Russian-speaking societies. This cultural literacy
supports deeper engagement with idiomatic language, pragmatic conventions, and
context-sensitive communication.

7. Foundational Language Background

Entry into the course presupposes prior attainment of an A2-B1 level of proficiency
in Russian, acquired through formal instruction or equivalent experience. Where
necessary, placement diagnostics may be used to assess student readiness.

8. Competence in Digital Learning Environments

Proficiency in navigating digital resources for language learning is also required.
This includes effective use of online dictionaries, automated grammar tools, language
platforms, and multimedia content to support autonomous and collaborative study.




COURSE
CONTENT
(Division into
contact hours and
e-learning)

Contact hours:
Grammar and Lexical Development
o In-depth study of advanced verbal conjugations, noun declensions, and syntactic
complexity.
o  Comprehensive exploration of grammatical categories such as aspectual pairs (perfective
vs. imperfective), tense forms, case system, and prepositional usage.
o  Expansion of specialized vocabulary across themes like culture, social life, professional
domains, and travel scenarios.
/Auditory Perception and Comprehension
o Training to comprehend spoken Russian across diverse communicative contexts, including
interviews, panel discussions, and conversational exchanges.
o  Emphasis on exposure to authentic Russian audio materials, such as podcasts, news
segments, and television programs.
o  Exercises focusing on identifying core ideas and specific details within oral texts.
Reading Skills and Textual Interpretation
o  (Critical examination of real-life Russian texts, encompassing newspaper articles, short
narratives, advertisements, and official documents.
o Development of strategies to parse complex sentence constructions, indirect discourse, and
contextual inference.
o Focused practice to enhance reading speed and overall comprehension.
Writing Proficiency and Text Composition
e  Producing various written forms: analytical essays, formal reports, personal and business
correspondence.
e Instruction on coherent text organization, including effective introductions, argument
development, and conclusions.
o  Reinforcement of orthographic, punctuation, and grammatical norms in written Russian.
Oral Communication and Fluency
e Interactive speaking tasks addressing both everyday and abstract topics.
o Engagement in debates, discussions, and role-playing activities to foster spontaneity and
verbal fluency.
e Training in articulating opinions, providing reasoned explanations, and defending
arguments confidently.
Cultural Insight and Contextual Knowledge
e  Exploration of Russian culture, historical background, traditions, and current socio-political
issues.
e  Study of cultural references, idiomatic expressions, and normative social behaviors.
e  Discussions on Russia’s role in global affairs and its influence on international relations.

E-learning Components:
Interactive Grammar Drills
e  Online modules covering complex grammar topics such as verbal aspects, case
application, prepositions, and syntactic construction.
o Digital quizzes and flashcards designed for reinforcing vocabulary and verb conjugations.
Listening Practice
o  Audio exercises featuring podcasts, radio broadcasts, and news reports, followed by
comprehension assessments.
o Listening to dialogues and televised content with integrated self-evaluation tasks.
Reading and Analytical Exercises
o Electronic reading assignments from Russian media, literary sources, and digital
publications.
o Interactive tasks aimed at dissecting text structure, extracting meanings, and recognizing
cultural nuances.
Writing Assignments and Collaborative Feedback
o Writing practice including essays, critiques, and both formal and informal letters.
o  Peer review sessions conducted in online forums to facilitate constructive feedback
exchange.
Speaking Practice and Interactive Communication
e Language exchange sessions with fellow learners or native speakers via virtual platforms.
o Voice recording exercises targeting pronunciation, intonation, and conversational fluency.
¢ Online debates and dialogues on contemporary topics and cultural themes.
Cultural Exploration via Digital Resources
e Virtual tours of Russian cities, museums, and cultural institutions.
o Viewing and discussion of Russian films, documentaries, and online content.

e E-courses centered on Russian customs, traditions, and modern societal issues.




Vocabulary and Phrase Expansion Online
o Interactive exercises focusing on thematic lexical fields such as business, society, and
politics.
¢  Gamified flashcards and memory aids for effective vocabulary retention.
Self-Evaluation and Progress Monitoring
o Web-based quizzes to assess advancement in grammar, vocabulary, and listening skills.
¢ Tools for individual self-assessment to track development across language competencies.

LITERATURE
(compulsory
reading)

1. Weiner, J. L.; Russian Grammar in Use. Routledge, London 2020.
This grammar-focused resource offers clear, accessible explanations of key Russian structures with
a strong emphasis on real-life usage. Designed specifically for intermediate to upper-intermediate
learners, it integrates grammar theory with practical exercises that strengthen accuracy in both
written and spoken Russian. Its step-by-step format supports autonomous learning and classroom
use alike.

2. Shakhmatov, A. D.: Practical Grammar of the Russian Language. Znanie, Moscow 2021.
A classic and reliable reference work, this volume comprehensively covers the core grammatical
elements of modern Russian. With its systematic approach and numerous examples, it serves as a
foundational tool for B2-level students aiming to consolidate their grammatical competence and
apply it effectively in academic and professional communication.

3. Wade, T.: The Russian Language: A Comprehensive Grammar. Blackwell, Oxford 2020.
This detailed guide provides an in-depth overview of Russian grammatical systems, from
morphology and syntax to stylistic nuance. Rich in examples and explanatory notes, the book
encourages analytical thinking about language use. It is particularly valuable for learners at the B2
level who wish to refine grammatical control and expand their theoretical understanding.

4. Pushkin, A.: Eugene Onegin. AST Press, Saint Petersburg 2022.
Pushkin’s verse novel remains a cornerstone of Russian literature and linguistic heritage. Through its
poetic narrative, learners engage with complex syntactic constructions, elevated vocabulary, and
historical-cultural references. The annotated edition facilitates comprehension and literary
appreciation, making it ideal for advanced language development.

5. Kuehner, K. D.: Russian Grammar: A Practical Guide. Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge 2021.

These user-friendly manual balances concise grammar explanations with targeted practice tasks.

Designed for intermediate learners, it allows B2 students to independently review and reinforce

essential grammatical topics. Its logical structure and clear layout make it suitable for self-study and

blended learning environments.




OPTIONAL 1. Bulgakov, M.: The Master and Margarita. Eksmo, Moscow 2022.

LITERATURE This literary masterpiece immerses leamers in linguistically rich, symbolically layered prose. lts
philosophical depth and socio-political satire present opportunities for critical reading and vocabulary
expansion. The annotated Russian edition supports comprehension and analysis, making it ideal for
developing interpretive skills at the B2 level.

2. Kotter, J. P.: Leading Change. Alpina Publisher, Moscow 2021.
A leading publication on organizational transformation and strategic leadership, this Russian edition
equips students with key management vocabulary and discourse patterns. Case-based content and
structured models of change provide a practical language-learning context for business Russian.
3. Drucker, P. F.. Management: Tasks, Responsibilities, Practices. Piter, Saint Petersburg
2022.
This Russian translation of Drucker’s foundational work introduces learners to high-level business
terminology and concepts. Structured chapters offer accessible entry points into managerial
discourse, supporting both subject-specific vocabulary acquisition and academic reading
development.
4. Chandler, A. D.: Strategy and Structure: Chapters in the History of the American Industrial
Enterprise. Delo, Moscow 2021.
A cornerstone text in strategic management, this edition explores the evolution of corporate
structures through a Russian lens. The precise academic language and thematic complexity make it
an excellent resource for advanced reading practice and discussion in specialized Russian.
5. Porter, M. E.. Competitive Strategy: Techniques for Analyzing Industries and Competitors.
Alpina Business, Moscow 2023.
Porter's framework for industry and competitor analysis, now fully available in Russian, is widely
used in management and economics education. Its formal language, structured argumentation, and
case examples make it ideal for learners aiming to master subject-specific Russian communication.

SCHOLARLY Not applied.
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TEACHING AIDS PC, MSTeams, Microsoft 365, source texts and other stuff like videos, pictures, charts, animations

etc. multimedia presentation (ppt)

PROJECT Develop and deliver a multimedia presentation incorporating video content.

(if implemented in
the framework of a
classes module)




FORM AND
CONDITIONS OF
ASSESSMENT

CRITERIAFOR
ASSESSING
ACHIEVED
LEARNING
OUTCOMES.

The Russian Language (B2) course spans two semesters within the framework of a Master’s degree
program. Successful completion depends on meeting various academic criteria as well as
participation requirements.

At the conclusion of the second semester, students are expected to:

1. Develop and submit a multimedia presentation in Russian that includes video elements.
The finalized presentation must be uploaded through a working link on the university’s
Moodle platform. Evaluation of the presentations follows the department’s official
assessment standards.

2. Achieve completion of no less than 60% of all assigned E-learning modules and Moodle
activities. Meeting this minimum completion rate is mandatory to pass the course.

3. Participate in a formal progress examination that tests both linguistic knowledge and
cultural topics covered during the second semester. The grade from this exam will be
recorded as the final course result in the Virtual University system (Wirtualna Uczelnia).

During the third semester, students continue engaging in course tasks and are additionally required
to:

Pass a comprehensive final written exam encompassing materials from both the second and third
semesters.

The grading scale for the E-learning component is as follows:

= 91-100% correct responses — 5.0 (excellent)

= 81-90% — 4.5 (very good)

= 71-80% — 4.0 (good)

= 61-70% — 3.5 (satisfactory plus)

= 0-60% — 2.0 (fail)
Moreover, consistent attendance and active involvement in in-person classes are compulsory.
Attendance is regularly recorded and constitutes a significant portion of the final course assessment.

Absence from scheduled sessions without a valid excuse can lead to disqualification from passing the
course, regardless of performance on other requirements.

* L-lecture, C- classes lab- laboratory, pro- project, e- e-learning



