	WSB University

	Field of study: International Relations / Stosunki międzynarodowe

	Course: International Commercial Law (Międzynarodowe prawo handlowe)

	Educational profile: practical / praktyczny

	Education level: first-cycle studies (Bachelor, 6 semesters, 180 ECTS)

	Number of hours per semester
	1
	2
	3

	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V
	VI

	Full -time studies
(L/C/lab/pr/e)
	25/0/0/0/0
	
	
	
	
	

	Part-time studies
(L/C/lab/pr/e)
	25/0/0/0/0
	
	
	
	
	

	CLASS LANGUAGE
	English

	LECTURER

	[bookmark: _GoBack]dr hab. Maciej Cesarz

	FORM

	Lecture (L) – 25 didactic hours. No classes, no laboratory, no project.
The whole lecture is delivered remotely and synchronously on the Microsoft Teams platform (real-time contact hours conducted with the use of distance-learning techniques). No asynchronous e-learning component and no Moodle exercises are provided.

	COURSE OBJECTIVES
	C1. To provide knowledge about legal terminology, principles, institutions, and legal and political concepts underlying International Trade Law, together with its historical development (from GATT 1947 to the WTO).
C2. To familiarise students with the institutional law of the WTO, its membership, decision-making procedures, and dispute-settlement system.
C3. To explain the substantive disciplines of the multilateral trading system: non-discrimination (MFN, national treatment), market access, rules on unfair trade practices, and the exceptions permitting deviations from liberalisation commitments.
C4. To present the position of the European Union in the multilateral trading system, including the EU customs union and EU–WTO relations, as well as regional trade agreements.
C5. To develop the ability to apply the sources of international trade law to typical practical problems arising in the professional activity of international-relations graduates.

	Reference to learning outcomes
	Description of learning outcomes  
	Verification of learning outcomes  

	Field-related learning outcome
	PQF
	
	

	Knowledge

	SM_W11
	P6S_WK
	The student knows and understands, to an advanced degree, the basic norms and rules shaping international economic relations – the sources of international trade law (WTO Agreement, GATT 1994, GATS, TRIPS), customary international law, dispute-settlement reports and regional trade agreements – and their application in professional activity.
	Final written test (multiple-choice); interactive Kahoot! quizzes during the lecture

	SM_W03
	P6S_WG
	The student knows and understands, to an advanced degree, the typical structures and institutions of international relations of an economic and legal character: the WTO (Ministerial Conference, General Council, specialised councils, Secretariat, DSB) and its predecessor GATT 1947, together with membership and accession requirements.
	Final written test (multiple-choice); interactive Kahoot! quizzes during the lecture

	SM_W10
	P6S_WK
	The student knows and understands, to an advanced degree, the key economic and political dependencies between participants of international relations resulting from the principles of non-discrimination (MFN, national treatment), market access, and the rules on dumping and subsidies.
	Final written test (multiple-choice); interactive Kahoot! quizzes during the lecture

	SM_W16
	P6S_WK
	The student knows and understands the place and the role of the European Union in international trade: the EU customs union, the common commercial policy, EU–WTO relations, and the EU as a party to regional trade agreements.
	Final written test (multiple-choice); interactive Kahoot! quizzes during the lecture

	SM_W17
	P6S_WG
	The student knows and understands the basic principles and notions of the protection of industrial property and copyright in cross-border trade, as regulated by the TRIPS Agreement.
	Final written test (multiple-choice); interactive Kahoot! quizzes during the lecture

	Skills

	SM_U11
	P6S_UW
	The student is able to use normative acts (WTO agreements, EU customs legislation, regional trade agreements) in order to solve practical problems and tasks typical of professional activity in the field of international relations.
	Joint analysis of cases during the lecture; case-based items in the final written test

	SM_U01
	P6S_UW
	The student is able to analyse and interpret international events of an economic and legal nature by an appropriate selection of sources – including WTO panel and Appellate Body reports – and to assess, critically analyse and synthesise the information obtained.
	Joint analysis of cases during the lecture; final written test

	SM_U06
	P6S_UW
	The student is able to identify cause-and-effect relationships typical of professional activity between trade-liberalisation measures, protectionist instruments and trade disputes, and to assess the strength of their impact.
	Joint analysis of cases during the lecture; final written test

	SM_U16
	P6S_UW
	The student is able to prepare typical written and oral statements on issues of international trade law in a foreign language (English).
	Oral statements in English during the joint analysis of cases; optional presentation or essay

	Social competences

	SM_K01
	P6S_KK
	The student is ready to critically assess his/her own knowledge and the content received, to recognise the importance of knowledge and to seek expert opinions in solving cognitive and practical problems concerning international trade.
	Assessment of participation in the joint analysis of cases and in the Kahoot! quizzes

	SM_K03
	P6S_KR
	The student is ready to resolve dilemmas connected with the responsible performance of the profession, in particular those arising from the tension between free-trade commitments and the protection of consumers, public health and the environment.
	Assessment of participation in the joint analysis of cases and in the Kahoot! quizzes

	Students’ own workload  (in didactic hours 1h did.=45 minutes)** 

	Full-time
Participation in lectures (synchronous, MS Teams) = 25
Participation in classes = 0
Preparation to classes = 0
Preparation to lectures = 8
Preparation to an examination = 12
Project tasks = 0
Consultations = 5
e-learning (asynchronous) = 0
TOTAL = 50 didactic hours (2 ECTS)
	Part-time
Participation in lectures (synchronous, MS Teams) = 25
Participation in classes = 0
Preparation to classes = 0
Preparation to lectures = 8
Preparation to an examination = 12
Project tasks = 0
Consultations = 5
e-learning (asynchronous) = 0
TOTAL = 50 didactic hours (2 ECTS)

	PREREQUISITES

	No formal prerequisites – the module does not presuppose the completion of any other module of the study programme. Command of English at B2 level of the CEFR is required. General knowledge of the fundamentals of the international economic and legal system is welcome; the notions of public international law necessary to follow the lecture are introduced during the first meeting.

	COURSE CONTENT
(Division into contact hours and e-learning)
	Content delivered in face-to-face format:
1. Introduction to international trade law. Notion and scope; historical evolution (Silk Road, Peace of Westphalia, 19th-century bilateral treaties, protectionism of the 1930s); Bretton Woods 1944, GATT 1947, the failure of the Havana Charter (ITO) and the creation of the WTO in 1995. WTO – brief introduction; WTO law – sources and context (WTO agreements, customary international law, dispute-settlement reports, regional trade agreements).
2. The institutional law of the WTO. Tasks and institutions (Ministerial Conference, General Council, specialised councils, Secretariat); international legal personality (Art. VIII of the WTO Agreement); membership, accession procedure and decision-making by consensus; rights and obligations of members; special and differential treatment of developing countries.
3. The WTO dispute-settlement system. Jurisdiction and access; dispute-settlement institutions and procedures under the DSU (consultations, panels, Appellate Review, implementation and countermeasures); the current impasse of the Appellate Body and the Multi-Party Interim Appeal Arbitration Arrangement (MPIA); developing countries and dispute settlement.
4. Rules on non-discrimination. Prohibition of discrimination; the MFN principle (Art. I GATT 1994); the national treatment obligation (Art. III GATT 1994) and the notion of "like products".
5. Rules on market access. Customs duties and tariff bindings; quantitative restrictions on trade in goods; other non-tariff barriers; restrictions on trade in services (GATS).
6. Rules on unfair trade practices. Rules on dumping and anti-dumping measures; rules on subsidies and countervailing measures.
7. Trade liberalisation and its exceptions. General exceptions under Art. XX GATT 1994 and Art. XIV GATS; exceptions for national and international security; economic emergency exceptions (safeguards); regional integration exceptions; economic development exceptions.
8. TRIPS and the protection of intellectual property in international trade.
9. The EU in the multilateral trading system: the EU customs union, EU–WTO relations, regional trade agreements and their dispute-settlement mechanisms.
10. Contemporary challenges: digital trade, sustainability and climate-related trade measures, and the reform of the multilateral trading system.
Each of the thematic blocks is accompanied by the joint analysis, with the audience, of at least one case drawn from WTO or EU practice (e.g. Japan – Alcoholic Beverages II, EC – Asbestos, US – Gasoline, US – Shrimp, EC/US – Large Civil Aircraft), and by an interactive Kahoot! quiz consolidating the material.
Content delivered in e-learning form: not applicable. All the content listed above is delivered during synchronous contact hours on the MS Teams platform; no asynchronous e-learning content is provided.

	LITERATURE
(compulsory reading)
	· P. Van den Bossche, W. Zdouc, The Law and Policy of the World Trade Organization. Text, Cases and Materials, 5th ed., Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 2021.
S. Lester, B. Mercurio, A. Davies, World Trade Law. Text, Materials and Commentary, 3rd ed., Hart Publishing, Oxford 2018.
I. Carr, P. Stone, International Trade Law, 6th ed., Routledge, Abingdon–New York 2018.
P. Van den Bossche, D. Prévost, WTO Law in a Nutshell, West Academic Publishing, St. Paul 2008.
Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization of 15 April 1994, together with Annexes 1A (GATT 1994), 1B (GATS), 1C (TRIPS) and 2 (DSU), OJ L 336, 23.12.1994.

	OPTIONAL LITERATURE (including at least two items in English, either books or articles)
	· M. Matsushita, T.J. Schoenbaum, P.C. Mavroidis, M. Hahn, The World Trade Organization: Law, Practice, and Policy, 3rd ed., Oxford University Press, Oxford 2015.
P.C. Mavroidis, The Regulation of International Trade, vol. 1–2, The MIT Press, Cambridge (Mass.) 2016.
R.A. Wessel, J. Larik (eds.), EU External Relations Law. Text, Cases and Materials, 2nd ed., Hart Publishing, Oxford 2020.
WTO, World Trade Report 2025: Making Trade and AI Work Together to the Benefit of All, WTO Publications, Geneva 2025 (www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/wtr25_e.htm).
Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 October 2013 laying down the Union Customs Code, OJ L 269, 10.10.2013, p. 1.
Current panel and Appellate Body reports available in the WTO Dispute Settlement Gateway (www.wto.org).

	SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS BY PERSONS WHO CONDUCT CLASSES, WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE MODULE SUBJECT
	[To be completed by the lecturer – the list of his/her own publications related to the subject of the module.]

	TEACHING METHODS
(Division into contact hours and e-learning)
	In the face-to-face form (contact hours conducted synchronously on MS Teams):
informative and problem-based lecture with a multimedia presentation;
joint analysis of cases with the audience (solving cases in real time on the basis of the text of the applicable provision and of the extracts from panel / Appellate Body reports) – conducted in each thematic block;
analysis of the text of WTO agreements and of EU legal acts;
interactive Kahoot! quizzes – at least four in the course of the module, conducted during the lecture on the MS Teams platform, consolidating and verifying current knowledge;
moderated discussion with the audience;
optional student presentation or essay.
In the form of e-learning: not applicable – no asynchronous e-learning component, no Moodle exercises and no classwork are provided; the module is delivered as a lecture only.

	TEACHING AIDS
	Microsoft Teams platform (delivery of the lecture, screen sharing, chat, consultations); Kahoot! platform (interactive quizzes); computer with a microphone; multimedia presentations; texts of the WTO agreements and of EU legal acts; WTO documentation databases (WTO Dispute Settlement Gateway, WTO iLibrary).

	PROJECT
(if implemented in the framework of a classes module)
	Not applicable – no project is implemented within the module (the module is delivered as a lecture only).

	FORM AND CONDITIONS OF ASSESSMENT
(Division into contact hours and e-learning)
	In the face-to-face form (contact hours conducted synchronously on MS Teams):
1. Final grade – a written test consisting of 25 to 40 multiple-choice questions. No negative points are awarded for incorrect answers. A condition for passing the module is obtaining at least 50% of the possible points.
Grading scale:
90% – 100% – very good (5.0)
79% – 89.9% – good plus (4.5)
68% – 78.9% – good (4.0)
56% – 67.9% – satisfactory plus (3.5)
50% – 55.9% – satisfactory (3.0)
below 50% – fail (2.0)
2. Formative assessment (not included in the arithmetic of the final grade) – at least four interactive Kahoot! quizzes conducted during the lecture, and the joint analysis of cases. The quizzes and the case analysis serve to verify the current level of knowledge and the skills of applying the provisions, and to provide the students with feedback before the final test; the results of the quizzes are visible to the participants in real time.
3. Additional achievement (optional) – a student may deliver, on the terms agreed with the lecturer, a presentation during the lecture or submit an essay devoted to one of the issues listed in the course content. A positively assessed presentation or essay raises the final grade by half a grade, provided that the test has been passed. It does not replace the test.
4. Students absent from the lecture for unforeseen circumstances, Erasmus mobility and/or other insurmountable reasons should notify the lecturer by e-mail and explain their absence(s).
In the form of e-learning: not applicable.


* L-lecture, C- classes lab- laboratory,  pro- project, e- e-learning

