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	Programme: International Relations

	Course: International Crisis Management

	Profile: Academic

	Level: first-cycle studies

	Number of
hours/semester
	1
	2
	3

	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V
	VI

	Full-time studies
(L/C/lab/pr/e)
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	16

	Part-time studies
(L/C/lab/pr/e)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	LANGUAGE OF INSTRUCTION
	English

	INSTRUCTOR
 
	Mariusz Wilkus

	CLASS FORMAT
 
	Lecture

	COURSE OBJECTIVES
	1. To provide knowledge of the nature, dynamics and types of international crises, as well as mechanisms for prevention, escalation control and resolution.
2. To develop the ability to analyse crisis situations, actors' interests and capabilities, alternative courses of action, and to formulate well-founded recommendations.
3. To foster a responsible, ethical and international-law-based approach to decisions made under time pressure, risk and incomplete information.

	Reference to learning outcomes
	Description of learning outcomes
	Verification

	Programme outcome
	PQF
	
	

	Knowledge

	K_W01
K_W04
	P6S_WG
P6S_WK
	The student knows and understands the concepts, typologies and stages of international crises, mechanisms of escalation and de-escalation, the roles of states and international organisations, and the political, legal, humanitarian, informational and technological conditions of crisis management.
	test;
case analysis

	Skills

	K_U01
K_U04
K_U06
	P6S_UW
P6S_UK
P6S_UO
	The student can diagnose a crisis using data and sources, identify actors, interests, risks and scenarios, assess diplomatic, economic, informational and operational instruments, and prepare and present recommendations.
	assignments;
project;
simulation

	Social competences

	K_K01
K_K03
	P6S_KK
P6S_KO
P6S_KR
	The student is prepared to critically evaluate information, cooperate within an analytical team, and responsibly formulate assessments and decisions with due regard for human security, the public interest, international law and ethical standards.
	observation;
project;
self-assessment

	Student workload (teaching hours, 45 min.)**

	Full-time studies
Lecture participation = 16
Class participation = 0
Preparation for classes = 6
Preparation for lectures = 8
Exam preparation = 8
Project work = 6
Consultations = 2
e-learning = 0
Assessment/exam = 2
other (independent work) = 2
TOTAL: 50
ECTS credits: 2
Practical component: 1
	Part-time studies
Lecture participation = -
Class participation = -
Preparation for classes = -
Preparation for lectures = -
Exam preparation = -
Project work = -
Consultations = -
e-learning = -
Assessment/exam = -
other (independent work) = -
TOTAL: -
ECTS credits: -
Practical component: -

	PREREQUISITES
 
	Basic knowledge of international relations, international security and international law; the ability to search for and critically evaluate information, analyse cases and work in a team. English proficiency sufficient to work with the course literature.

	COURSE CONTENT
(contact hours and e-learning)
	1. Nature, types and stages of international crises; escalation, de-escalation, risk, resilience and early warning (2 hours).
2. Actors and response architecture: states, the UN, NATO, the EU, the OSCE, regional organisations, ad hoc coalitions and non-state actors (2 hours).
3. Situational analysis and decision-making under time pressure: information, intelligence, uncertainty, scenarios and inter-agency coordination (2 hours).
4. Crisis diplomacy and conflict prevention: negotiation, mediation, good offices, confidence-building measures, sanctions and coercive diplomacy (2 hours).
5. Response instruments: civilian and military missions, peace operations, humanitarian aid, evacuation, civilian protection and civil-military cooperation (2 hours).
6. Strategic communication, media and public diplomacy; disinformation, information operations, cyber threats, AI and crisis information management (2 hours).
7. Legal and ethical frameworks: the UN Charter, use of force, international humanitarian law, human rights, accountability and protection of vulnerable groups (2 hours).
8. Integrated case study and simulation: diagnosis, response options, recommendation, communication plan, indicators and lessons learned (2 hours).
E-learning: 0 hours.

	REQUIRED LITERATURE
(mandatory)
	1. Lobell, S. E., James, P., Silverstone, S. A., Asal, V., Beardsley, K., Gonzalez, E., & Ripsman, N. M. (2026). Understanding Near Crises and Escalation in World Politics: A Mixed Methods Approach. Routledge.
2. Williams, M. J., Hutto, J. W., & Peker Dogra, A. (2026). Understanding International Security: Theory and Practice. Cambridge University Press.
3. Vasquez, J. A., & Owsiak, A. P. (2025). Crises, War, and Diplomacy: Lessons for World Politics. Cambridge University Press.
4. Collins, A. (Ed.). (2025). Contemporary Security Studies (7th ed.). Oxford University Press.

	FURTHER READING
(min. 2 English-language books or articles)
	1. Kortendiek, N. (2026). From the Bottom Up? Frontline Crisis Management and Informal Policy Change in International Organisations. Review of International Studies, 52(1), 207-227. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0260210525101484
2. Karlsrud, J., & Reykers, Y. (2025). Integrating Ad Hoc Coalitions in International Conflict Management. International Affairs, 101(6), 2085-2101. https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iiaf147
3. Reykers, Y. (2025). Evaluating Crisis Response Speed of International Organisations: Why It Matters and How to Achieve It. Journal of European Public Policy, 32(11), 2768-2793. https://doi.org/10.1080/13501763.2024.2425380
4. Pashentsev, E. N., & Kolotaev, Y. Y. (2025). Information and Communication Technologies in Political Crisis Management: Resilience, Forecasting, and Response. Discover Global Society, 3, 84. https://doi.org/10.1007/s44282-025-00216-2

	INSTRUCTOR PUBLICATIONS
(related to the module)
	-

	TEACHING METHODS
(contact hours and e-learning)
	1. Problem-based lecture with a multimedia presentation - 6 contact hours.
2. Analysis of case studies, actor maps, timelines and crisis data - 4 contact hours.
3. Decision-making exercises and crisis-team simulation: scenarios, response options, negotiations and communication - 4 contact hours.
4. Presentation of recommendations, moderated discussion and feedback - 2 contact hours.
5. E-learning - 0 hours.

	TEACHING AIDS
	Multimedia presentations, projector, LMS platform, maps and timelines, documents of international organisations, case studies, media statements and recordings, analytical reports, conflict databases, monitoring tools, stakeholder-analysis, scenario and recommendation templates, and analytical worksheets.

	PROJECT
(if completed as part of the module)
	Team analysis of a selected international crisis or simulation scenario. Scope: origins and dynamics of the crisis, actors and interests, escalation risks, legal framework, diplomatic, economic, informational and operational response options, recommendation, communication plan and evaluation indicators. Output: a 6-8 page report and a decision briefing. Independent work: 6 hours; presentation and discussion during class.

	ASSESSMENT
AND PASS CRITERIA
(contact hours and e-learning)
	1. Written test assessing knowledge and the ability to interpret a crisis situation - 40% of the final grade.
2. Team analysis of a case or scenario with recommendations - 35% of the final grade.
3. Participation in the simulation, decision briefing and answers to questions - 15% of the final grade.
4. Active participation in analyses and discussions - 10% of the final grade.
5. Pass requirement: at least 60% of the total points and completion of every mandatory component; attendance in accordance with the study regulations.
6. Assessment, presentation and simulation: 2 contact hours; e-learning - 0 hours.


* L - lecture, C - classes, lab - laboratory, pro - project, e - e-learning

