



	AKADEMIA WSB - WSB UNIVERSITY

	Field of study: International Relations

	Course Title: Terrorism and Counterterrorism

	Educational Profile: General Academic

	Level of Study: First-cycle studies

	Number of Contact Hours per Semester
	1
	2
	3

	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V
	VI

	Full-time studies (L/C/Lab/P/E)*
	
	
	
	12 C
	
	

	Part-time studies (L/C/Lab/P/E)*
	
	
	
	8 C
	
	

	ECTS credits
	
	
	
	2
	
	

	Language of Instruction:
	English

	Instructor:
	Dr Karol Kujawa

	Form of Classes:
	Classes / tutorials and workshops

	Course Objectives:
	The course has an analytical and workshop-based character. Its main objective is to provide students with knowledge of the concepts, causes, evolution and major forms of terrorism, and to develop their ability to evaluate counterterrorism strategies at national and international levels. Students analyse radicalisation, recruitment, financing, propaganda, cyber-enabled activity and emerging technologies. They also assess intelligence, police, military, legal and preventive responses, with particular attention to human rights, ethics and international law. The course develops critical source analysis, case-study work, policy writing and presentation skills.

	Learning Outcome
	Description of Learning Outcomes
	Assessment method

	Programme Learning Outcome
	PQF – Polish Qualifications Framework
	
	

	Knowledge

	IR_W01
IR_W02
	P6S_WG
P6S_WK
	The student explains the principal concepts, typologies, historical evolution and contemporary forms of terrorism.
The student understands the legal, institutional, political and ethical frameworks of counterterrorism at national and international levels.
	Written test / analytical paper
Case-study discussion

	Skills

	IR_U01
	P6S_UW
	The student critically analyses terrorist threats, radicalisation processes and counterterrorism policies using academic literature, official documents and verified data.
	Analytical paper

	IR_U02
	P6S_UK
	The student formulates and presents evidence-based arguments and policy recommendations in English.
	Presentation / discussion

	IR_U03
	P6S_UO
	The student works effectively in a group to assess a crisis scenario and design a coordinated response.
	Group project / simulation

	IR_U04
	P6S_UU
	The student independently identifies knowledge gaps and selects reliable sources for further study of evolving security threats.
	Source portfolio / participation

	Social Competences

	IR_K01
IR_K02
	P6S_KK
P6S_KO
	The student critically evaluates information, avoids stereotyping and recognises the risks of disinformation and politicised threat narratives.

The student recognises professional and civic responsibility in balancing security, democratic accountability and human rights.
	Observation during discussions
Self- and peer-assessment



	Student Workload (1 teaching hour = 45 minutes)

	Student Workload: Full-time / Part-time Studies

	Participation in classes
	Full-time: 12 h | Part-time: 8 h

	Preparation for classes and assigned readings
	Full-time: 10 h | Part-time: 14 h

	Case-study analysis and group work
	Full-time: 10 h | Part-time: 10 h

	Preparation of a counterterrorism policy brief / group project
	Full-time: 12 h | Part-time: 12 h

	Preparation of an individual analytical paper
	Full-time: 12 h | Part-time: 12 h

	Preparation for final assessment
	Full-time: 4 h | Part-time: 4 h

	TOTAL
	60 h | 60 h

	ECTS credits
	2 | 2

	Including practical classes
	1.5 ECTS | 1.5 ECTS


* L – lecture, C – classes/tutorials, Lab – laboratory, P – project, E – e-learning.


DETAILED COURSE INFORMATION
	PREREQUISITES

	Prerequisites
	Basic knowledge of international relations, contemporary history and security studies; English language competence at approximately B2 level.



	COURSE CONTENT

	Course Content
	1. Definitions, conceptual debates and methodological challenges in terrorism studies.
2. Historical evolution of terrorism and major theoretical approaches, including the wave model and critical terrorism studies.
3. Typologies of terrorism: ideological, religious, ethno-nationalist, separatist, right-wing, left-wing, state-sponsored and lone-actor terrorism.
4. Radicalisation, recruitment, mobilisation and disengagement processes.
5. Organisation, leadership, financing, logistics and transnational networks of terrorist groups.
6. Propaganda, strategic communication, social media, cyber-enabled terrorism and the use of emerging technologies.
7. Counterterrorism instruments: intelligence, law enforcement, border security, military operations, financial controls and international cooperation.
8. Prevention of violent extremism, community resilience, deradicalisation and reintegration programmes.
9. International law, national legislation, ethics, human rights and democratic accountability in counterterrorism.
10. Comparative case studies from Europe, the Middle East and North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, the United States and other selected regions.
11. Crisis management, risk communication and protection of critical infrastructure and civilian populations.
12. Writing laboratory: preparation of an analytical paper and a counterterrorism policy brief.




	TEACHING METHODS

	Teaching Methods
	Interactive mini-lectures; guided discussions; analysis of academic texts and policy documents; comparative case studies; group work; scenario-based exercises; student presentations; writing workshops and peer feedback.



	TEACHING AIDS

	Teaching Aids
	Multimedia presentations, maps, timelines, selected datasets, documentary materials, official reports, legal documents, online learning platform and verified open-source materials.



	PROJECT

	Project
	Students prepare a group counterterrorism policy brief based on a selected threat scenario. The project should define the threat, identify relevant actors and vulnerabilities, compare response options, address legal and ethical constraints, and formulate actionable recommendations.
Each student also prepares an individual analytical paper on a selected aspect of terrorism or counterterrorism, based on academic literature and reliable empirical sources.



	ASSESSMENT

	Assessment
	Individual analytical paper: 40%.
Group policy brief and presentation / simulation: 30%.
Written test or short final assessment: 20%.
Active participation in discussions and case-study work: 10%.
To pass the course, students must obtain at least 50% of the total score and complete both the individual and group assignments.



	COMPULSORY LITERATURE

	Compulsory Literature
	Hoffman, B. (2017). Inside Terrorism (3rd ed.). Columbia University Press.
Jackson, R., Jarvis, L., Gunning, J., & Breen Smyth, M. (2011). Terrorism: A Critical Introduction. Palgrave Macmillan.
Schmid, A. P. (Ed.). (2011). The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research. Routledge.
Horgan, J. (2014). The Psychology of Terrorism (2nd ed.). Routledge.



	OPTIONAL LITERATURE

	Optional Literature
	Cronin, A. K. (2009). How Terrorism Ends: Understanding the Decline and Demise of Terrorist Campaigns. Princeton University Press.
English, R. (2016). Does Terrorism Work? A History. Oxford University Press.
Ranstorp, M. (Ed.). (2007). Mapping Terrorism Research: State of the Art, Gaps and Future Direction. Routledge.
Selected current reports and policy documents published by the United Nations, the European Union, Europol, NATO and national security institutions.






