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	Field of study:  International Relations, Business and Management

	Course: EUROPEAN INTEGRATION, 16 HOURS

	Educational profile: 

	Education level:  

	Number of hours per semester
	1
	2
	3

	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V
	VI

	Full -time studies

(L/C/lab/pr/e)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Part-time studies

(L/C/lab/pr/e)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CLASS LANGUAGE
	ENGLISH


	LECTURER

	TATSIANA SHABAN, PhD

	FORM


	TEAMS, online

	COURSE OBJECTIVES
	Historical backgrounds to, institutional framework for, and players involved in European countries. Consideration will be given to important policy issues and the process of European integration. What is the European Union? Which are its core institutions and how do they work? What is the role of the EU as an international actor? The course reviews the main political, economic, and judiciary institutions in the EU and examines some important policy areas and challenges at the European level, including migration and asylum, Brexit, relations between the EU and its neighbours, and its foreign policy.

This course is designed to provide an overview of key historical, social, economic and institutional aspects of European integration processes. It introduces the European Union’s institutions and decision-making processes as well as contemporary developments. The material is laid out thematically, rather than country-by-country. Course topics will be examined with a focus on selected European countries (i.e., Germany, Britain, France, Italy), and, in a more general European context. The goal of the course is that students will acquire a general understanding of politics and governments in Europe as well as a sense of similarities and differences of the political institutions, policies, and political processes of major European nations.

	Reference to learning outcomes
	Description of learning outcomes  
	Verification of learning outcomes  

	Field-related learning outcome
	PQF
	
	

	Knowledge

	
	
	At the end of this course student should have learnt the following:

· Understanding the historical context of Europe as a continent.

· Understanding the concepts of political institutions and governmental organizations.

· Acquire critical capacity to analyze, explain and evaluate the EU’s institutions, politics and legitimacy, and overall understanding of the role of European integration. 

· Critically reflect on current events and challenges facing many European governments.

· 
	

	Skills

	
	
	· Learn necessary tools and skills for presenting and writing a good research and policy driven policy commentary and a policy brief.
· Ability to discuss new material and to analyze material critically.

	

	Social competences

	
	
	· Learn how to work, discuss and share their knowledge and information effectively in groups, respecting each other opinion and master time management.
	

	Students’ own workload  (in didactic hours 1h did.=45 minutes)** 

	Full- time

Participation in lectures = 16 hours
Participation in classes = 16
Preparation to classes = 

Preparation to lectures = individual
Preparation to an examination = individual
Project tasks =0
Consultations = 1 hour
e-learning = 

Credit/examination = 1 hour 

others  (own work) = 

TOTAL:

ECTS points: 
Including practical classes:
	Part-time

Participation in lectures = 

Participation in classes = 

Preparation to classes = 

Preparation to lectures = 

Preparation to an examination = 

Project tasks =

Consultations = 

e-learning = 

Credit/examination = 

others  (own work) = 

TOTAL: 

ECTS points: 

Including practical classes:



	PREREQUISITES

	English language: overall good (satisfactory) listening, reading and speaking skills. Students should be able to understand instructions, pick up on the learning material and have basic knowledge of economic concepts (not always necessary).

	COURSE CONTENT

(Division into contact hours and e-learning)
	Content delivered in face-to-face format: 

Content delivered in e-learning form: 

TEAMS online learning. Additional consultation and feedback to students before and after the exam period. Communication by email and on TEAMS.
Course Schedule:
Class 1 – Introduction
· Introduction to the class and course material, including syllabus and discussion of course expectations.

· Presentation: Europe in a comparative political context. Introduction to the process of European Integration. Historical Developments.

· Reading: not required.
Class 2 – EU Institutions and Governance.
· Presentation: EU Institutions and Governance. Political Parties.

· Group discussions.

· Reading: TBA. Political Parties. ONLINE READING: Matland, Richard (2002). “Enhancing Women’s Political Representation: Legislative Recruitment and Electoral Systems.” Available at: http://www/onlinewomeninpolitics.org/beijing12/Chapter3_Matland.pdf. 

Class 3 – EU Enlargement. External borders of the EU: buffer zone or cooperation platform. Enhanced security issues.
· Presentation

· Discussion. Sources of Political Conflict. Foreign Policy concerns.

· Reading: TBA

Class 4 –Europeanization. Contemporary issues: Immigration and Refugee crisis, Conflicts at the EU Borders and internationally. Final review. Policy Brief/Commentary due.
· Presentation. Europeanization. 
· Exam: 50 mins

· Policy Brief/Commentary due.
 

	LITERATURE

(compulsory reading)
	A Short Guide to the EU from the Publications Office of the EU. 2026. Published online.

European Council Conclusions. 19 March 2026. Published online.

Programme of the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the Council fo the European Union. 2026. file:///C:/Users/Me/Downloads/final_programme_eucypresidency_en-2.pdf.

Studying Abroad - Benefits and Unequal Uptake. A Policy Brief. Publication 2019. https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/publication/studying-abroad-benefits-unequal-uptake_en.

Guerot, Ulrike. 2004. The European Paradox: Widening and Deepening of the EU. US-Europe Analysis Series.

Franck, Raphael. 2005. "Why did a majority of French voters reject the European Constitution?," European Journal of Political Economy, Elsevier, vol. 21(4), pages 1071-1076, December.
Shaban, Tatsiana. 2018. “The European Union's Policy towards Its Eastern Neighbours: The Crisis in Ukraine”. Canadian Journal of European and Russian Affairs. Carleton University.
De Waal. 2024. Georgia’s Dangerous Moment is a Challenge for the EU. Strategic Europe. Published online. 

	OPTIONAL LITERATURE (including at least two items in English, either books or articles)
	Chebakova, A., Gulyaeva, O., Shaban, T. et al. Russia and EU cooperation in energy policy – Sending and receiving messages?. Comparative European Politics. 15, 45–63 (2017). https://doi.org/10.1057/cep.2016.19.
Frontières en mouvement (Frontem): Which Models of Cross-Border Cooperation for the EU? 2024. Chapter by Brunet-Jailly, Emmanuel and Shaban, Tatsiana.

	SCHOLARLY PUBLICATIONS BY PERSONS WHO CONDUCT CLASSES, WHICH ARE RELATED TO THE MODULE SUBJECT
	Shaban, T. (2025) “Ukraine-Slovakia Cross-Border Partnership: Democracy Promotion and Security Concerns”. Abstract: by looking at the Ukraine-Slovakia case this paper shows the development of cross-border cooperation practices between two neighbouring states which help establish mutual trust of the border communities with their local and national authorities. 
Frontières en mouvement (Frontem): Which Models of Cross-Border Cooperation for the EU? 2024. Chapter by Brunet-Jailly, Emmanuel and Shaban, Tatsiana. edited by Birte Wassenberg (Volume editor). Series: Border Studies, Volume 6.
Horobets, N, Shaban T.  (2020) “Ukrainian Cross-Border Governance since the Beginning of COVID-19’”. Borders in Globalization Review. Volume 2, Issue 1: 62-65; https://doi.org/10.18357/bigr21202019895. 

Shaban, T. (2019) “Cross-Border Cooperation in the Carpathian Euroregion: Ukraine and the EU”. Borders in Globalization Review, 1(1).

Shaban, T. (2018) “The European Union’s Policy towards its Eastern Neighbours: The Crisis in Ukraine”. Review of Russian and Eurasian Affairs (RERA) online journal at the Institute of European, Russian and Eurasian Studies in Canada. This paper asks the question: why was the relationship between the EU and Ukraine fairly unsuccessful at promoting stability in the region and in Ukraine? What was missing in the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) in Ukraine that rendered the EU unable to prevent a conflict on the ground? 

Chebakova, Anastasia, Olga Gulyaeva, Tatsiana Shaban and Amy Verdun ‘Russia and EU Cooperation in Energy Policy – Sending and Receiving Messages?’ Comparative European Politics 2017 (15): 45.
Comment published March 9, 2014 at Times Colonist (TC), Canada: ‘Reconciliation needed for a truly free Ukraine’. Shaban writes that reciprocity and reconciliation are needed to help Ukrainians build a free and independent state. TC

	TEACHING METHODS

(Division into contact hours and e-learning)
	In face-to-face form:

In the form of e-learning: PowerPoint Lectures and direct instructions that introduce students to main concepts and enquiries in the field; Individual reporting and group discussions. Questionning and assessments in a form of policy commentaries, home tasks and a take-home exam.

	TEACHING AIDS
	Teams interactive tools

	PROJECT

(if implemented in the framework of a classes module)
	n/a

	FORM AND CONDITIONS OF ASSESSMENT

(Division into contact hours and e-learning)
	Requirements:

1. Exam. 

2. 1-3 pages commentary or policy brief on current events in Europe.

3. Participation: discussions, home tasks.

4. Attendance.

EXAM: Exam will be held during normal class hours of the last class for duration of 50 min. It will test on material covered in class and in the assigned readings. It will be comprised of 12 short answer questions and four brief essay-type questions.
Policy Brief and COMMENTARIES: Students are required to prepare 1-3 pages’ commentary or policy brief on current events in Europe. To do it students will select a periodical (printed or online) and identify a news article relevant to the course, and will answer the following questions: What does the article discuss? What is its relevance to this course? Why did you find it interesting? Each commentary must cite the title, date, author (if appropriate) and URL (if appropriate) of the article selected. Commentary is due on: TBD.


* L-lecture, C- classes lab- laboratory,  pro- project, e- e-learning
